RHSE Consultation with Parents/Carers

The Consultation period for the planned Relationships, Health and Sex Education Curriculum closed on 1% May 2020.

Thank you to all who read the presentation and thank you for those who responded. In total, we received
comments/queries from 3 families. Where appropriate, a school response has been given. As a Gold Rights Respecting
School, we subscribe to the UNCRC (United Nations Conventions of the Rights of the Child) and this too is built into our
curriculum. Articles which are reflected within the RHSE curriculum are as follows:

Article 2: non-discrimination Article 6: life, survival, development
Article 8: protection and preservation of identity Article 13: freedom of expression
Article 14: freedom of thought, belief and religion Article 19: protection from violence, abuse and neglect

Article 29: goals of education

QUERY/COMMENT SCHOOL RESPONSE
| am very pleased with the content and am eager
to see this put into place. | am especially glad to
see the inclusion of respectful relationships. One
of my concerns has always been over "consent"
and respectful relationships is the foundation of
important conversations that need to be had with
boys and girls as they grow older.

Secondly the discussion around differing families.
We need as a society to develop a more
accepting attitude towards families that may not
resemble our own.

Regarding detail to Year 5/6 curriculum: Children will learn about different family structures, including
How much information will be imparted to the families with same-sex parents in Year 3, and will learn the
children regarding the mechanics of same sex correct vocabulary for discussing gender identity and sexuality
relationships? while in Year 5.

In Year 6 the children will further their understanding on
different relationships during their Relationships and Health
Education lessons and will have Sex education lessons (that are
non-statutory and they can be withdrawn from by parental
request) which will cover reproductive organs and the
reproduction process - how babies are conceived and born and
how they need to be cared for and that there are ways to
prevent a baby being made.

Regarding detail to Year 5/6 curriculum: If a child expresses views about gender identity on a personal
| am worried about the notion that if a child level, their teacher will have a discussion with them and/or their
expresses the possibility that they may want to parents.

be the other gender that they will be encouraged
to pursue that feeling.

Regarding detail to Year 5/6 curriculum: At Chilcote we will ensure to adhere to the Equalities Act 2010
Will there be resources used in other parts of the | which means that the protected characteristics (age, sex, race,
curriculum that endorse/encourage non disability, religion or belief, gender reassignment, pregnancy or

heterosexual perspectives. Texts for English etc.




Can you outline the policy that Chilcote will be
pursuing with regards the above points?

maternity, marriage or civil partnership, or sexual orientation)
are not discriminated against.

Within the current set texts we use for Reading lessons, texts
have not been selected with a view to highlighting same sex
relationships. Inevitably, heterosexual relationships will feature
in most books. Should the topic of same sex relationships present
themselves, it will of course be responded to in an age
appropriate way.

The RHSE policy is yet to be finalised as the outcome of this
consultation needs to be taken into account. Adherence to the
Equalities Act, however, is a requirement. Our principal school
values of Respect, Inclusion and Resilience underpin our teaching
and learning and will be reflected in the policy.

Information is not age appropriate for years 2 to
5, for example the teaching of puberty in year 4.

At Chilcote we have decided to follow the PSHE Association’s
programme of study, which has been recommended by the
government. We have reviewed this programme of study and
feel that in nearly all cases, it is taught at an age appropriate level
and in a sensitive manner.

However, when we have felt that it may require a different year
group we have changed it, so that it is appropriate for our
children and what is appropriate for our community. Further
consultation with staff about the age appropriateness of some of
these highlighted areas will take place during staff INSET training
later in June.

Puberty can begin from any age between 8 and 14. Although
many children do not start until around 11, it is important for
those children who do start earlier to be fully informed as to
what will happen before it starts. School can provide a reliable
and accurate source of information on what can be a confusing
time for children of this age.

Surely the main role and focus of the school
should be educating the child academically and
teaching them to be tolerant, kind and decent
human beings. | want my child to be informed
and safe.

At Chilcote we believe in nurturing the whole child, and we too
believe that a school’s focus should be educating the child
academically and teaching them to be tolerant, kind and decent,
informed and safe, but now the curriculum is much broader than
that.

An important part of this is our RHSE provision that teaches
children to have respectful and healthy relationships with others,
the essential understanding of how to be healthy, including their
mental wellbeing and the knowledge and capability to be safe
and take care of themselves as they grow into adulthood in
modern Britain. We view the delivery of quality Relationships
Education as a tool to safeguard children.

Information will lead to experimentation at an
early age.

We appreciate this is your opinion and we respect that.
We would like to reiterate that we are always mindful of age
appropriate delivery of aspects of this curriculum.




The school is being pressurised into doing
something that isn’t appropriate, and should look
at what is needed to provide most benefit to
Chilcote not just following the crowd.

The Government has brought in the changes to the RHSE
curriculum and these are statutory. We have explored the
recommended PSHE Association model which we believe covers
the subject in an age appropriate and sensitive manner. The
consultation process includes parents and staff; as such a range
of views are being taken into account, we will use the relative
autonomy we have to deliver what is in the best interests of the
children.

Request that resources / course materials /
lesson plans be provided to parents 2 weeks in
advance.

The PSHE topic (in which RHSE is taught) will be summarised on
the outline of work for each year group at the beginning of each
half term. Some of the resources we will be using have got
additional parental support sheets / letters, which if the class
teachers feel are appropriate will also be released to parents.
Sometimes the RHSE objectives are covered by other subjects,
for example computing or science.

Like other subjects, class teachers may decide to recap on
previous learning. This will always be something the children
have previously covered.




